Teachers:

Thank you for your patience as we iron out the details for the CST Beat the Beast Pod casts. We understand that the PA system is not working in all classroom, and in an effort to overcome this obstacle the pod casts have been uploaded to the Nimitz Website, and in addition have provided you with the script so you have a choice of either playing the pod cast or simply reading the script to work through the CST Strategy sheet with your students. Thank you again for your understanding and support. 

________________________________________________________________________

Pod cast #1: Tuesday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment ( 
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Tuesday, February 16th.  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Please look at the top of page 1 in your packet.  This week’s test taking strategy is Read the directions.

Step 1:  Read all the directions

Step 2: Paraphrase the directions in your own words

Step 3: Underline or circle key words that tell you what to do

Step 4: Answer the question

On your paper, write these directions in your own words.

(2-3 minutes)
Now, write down why this strategy is important.

(2-3 Minutes) 
Good job, Nimitz!  We will practice this strategy all week long so we can beat the beast!

Podcast #2: Wednesday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Wednesday, February 17th.  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Today we are using our reading the directions strategy for English Language Arts.  Now, please look at the bottom of page 1 in your packet 

First, read all of the directions.  You will notice that there are more than one set of directions you need to follow.
(1-2 minutes)) 
Second, paraphrase the directions in your head.

(2minutes)
Third, underline or circle the key words that help you do what you are being asked to do.

(1-2 minutes)
Now, answer the question.

(1-2 minute)
The correct answer is D leave as is.

Now reflect on what worked and what didn’t.  What can you do next time?

(2 minutes)
Good job, Nimitz!  Tomorrow we will practice reading the directions for Math so we can beat the beast!

Pod cast #3: Thursday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Thursday, February 18th.  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Today we are using our reading the directions strategy for Math.  Now, please look at the top of page 2 in your packet 

First, read all of the directions.  You will notice that there are more than one set of directions you need to follow.

(1-2 minutes)) 
Second, paraphrase the directions in your head.

(2minutes)
Third, underline or circle the key words that help you do what you are being asked to do.

(1-2 minutes)
Now, answer the question.

(1-2 minute)
The correct answer is B.
Now reflect on what worked and what didn’t.  What can you do next time?

(2 minutes)
Good job, Nimitz!  Tomorrow we will practice reading the directions for Social Science so we can beat the beast!

Pod cast #4: Friday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Friday, February 19th.  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Today we are using our reading the directions strategy for Social Studies.  Now, please look at the bottom of page 2 in your packet 

First, read all of the directions.  You will notice that there are more than one set of directions you need to follow.

(1-2 minutes)) 
Second, paraphrase the directions in your head.

(2minutes)
Third, underline or circle the key words that help you do what you are being asked to do.

(1-2 minutes)
Now, answer the question.

(1-2 minute)
The correct answer is D
Now reflect on what worked and what didn’t.  What can you do next time?

(2 minutes)
Good job, Nimitz!  Next week we will be practicing a new strategy so we can beat the beast!

Week 2:

Pod cast #5: Monday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Monday, February 22nd.  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Please look at the top of page 1  in your packet.  This week’s test taking strategy is Process of Elimination .

First 
Good job, Nimitz!  Next week we will be practicing a new strategy so we can beat the beast!

Pod cast #6: Tuesday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Tuesday, February 23rd.  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Today we are using our process of elimination strategy for English Language Arts.  Now, please look at the bottom of page 1 in your packet 

First, 

(1-2 minutes)) 
Second, 

(2minutes)
Third, 

(1-2 minutes)
Now, answer the question.

(1-2 minute)
The correct answer is D

Now reflect on what worked and what didn’t.  What can you do next time?

(2 minutes)
Good job, Nimitz!  Tomorrow we will practice using the process of elimination strategy in Math, so we can beat the beast!

Pod cast #7: Wednesday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Wednesday, February 24th .  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Today we are using our process of elimination strategy for Math.  Now, please look at the top of page 2 in your packet 

First, 

(1-2 minutes)) 
Second, 

(2minutes)
Third, 

(1-2 minutes)
Now, answer the question.

(1-2 minute)
The correct answer is A

Now reflect on what worked and what didn’t.  What can you do next time?

(2 minutes)
Good job, Nimitz!  Tomorrow we will practice using the process of elimination strategy in Social Science,  so we can beat the beast!

Pod cast #8: Thursday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Thursday, February 25th .  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Today we are using our process of elimination strategy for Math.  Now, please look at the bottom of page 2  in your packet 

First, 

(1-2 minutes)) 
Second, 

(2minutes)
Third, 

(1-2 minutes)
Now, answer the question.

(1-2 minute)
The correct answer is C

Now reflect on what worked and what didn’t.  What can you do next time?

(2 minutes)
Good job, Nimitz!  Tomorrow we will practice using the process of elimination strategy in Science,  so we can beat the beast!

Pod cast #9: Friday: Read all of the following with your students.  There are thinking times in parenthesis- but you can use your own judgment (
Good morning, Nimitz.  Today is Friday, February 26th .  Let’s beat the CST beast!

Today we are using our process of elimination strategy for Science.  Now, please look at the bottom of page 3 in your packet 

First, 

(1-2 minutes)) 
Second, 

(2minutes)
Third, 

(1-2 minutes)
Now, answer the question.

(1-2 minute)
The correct answer is D

Now reflect on what worked and what didn’t.  What can you do next time?

(2 minutes)
Good job, Nimitz!  Remember you will need to practice using these strategies for ALL   testing, but especially during the CST so we can beat the beast!

